Dark Conspiracy Player’s Supplement 

Section 7


Section 7: Dark Earth
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NOTE: The world of Dark Conspiracy is an alternate-reality version of our own, projected just a few years into the future.  This world has suffered a global economic collapse, sometimes called the Greater Depression, and a disintegration of the traditional nation-states.  Nations still exist, but their actions are increasingly irresponsible or irrelevant, and many people argue that they have become obsolete.  Large mega-corporations rival the nations in power.  But the greatest change from today has been the appearance, gradually at first, of the Dark Ones.  Now whole areas of countryside and urban centers have been taken over.  In previous times, these areas would be called haunted.  Now they are called Demonground.  What follows is the description/prediction storyline from the manual; this is provided as a guide to the current condition or a glimpse into the near future, and actual events may differ at the GM’s discretion.

Introduction to the “Dark Reality”


Imagine an Earth where chaos reigns, an Earth of the very near future.  Runaway population growth, diminishing resources, and human greed have all taken their toll on the planet.  Megacorporations have slipped the reigns of national regulation, and now they wage a continual economic war on political governments.  A global economic collapse had plunged all but the most privileged into poverty.


The superpowers have collapse from inertia and economic stress.  In some places those federal republics still exist in name, but their individual states have stepped forward to fill the vacuum of power, and where those states fall short, local governments take up the slack.  The result is a political crazy quilt of bizarre and contradictory laws and practices.  What is the custom in one locale may well get you shot in another.  But economic and political chaos are only the symptoms of the disease.  Its causes lie hidden in the darkness.


There are still people fighting to drive back the darkness, reveal and eliminate the causes of this disease.  Sometimes they are agents organizations that retain some small residue of their former power and independence.  Sometimes they are members of what remains of the free press.  Most often they are just victims who have escaped the horror and are now fighting back.  But always, they have to walk softly, because thousands of people disappear every day, people who simply know too much.


The game presents a bleak, twisted future Earth, one in which society, as we know it has essentially collapsed.  The rural populations have fled to the cities.  City populations swelled until overcrowding forced many to live in vast housing projects, sharing their beds with vermin, and waiting for the next corporate handout to come along as “payment” for the use of their inalienable right to vote.  A world where the social boundaries between the haves and the have-nots reaches epic proportions.  Technology for the rich and affluent approaches the level of magic, while the tools of the common man revert back to inexpensive knockoffs of vacuum-tube circuit board designs out of the 50’s.  The world took on a retro film-noir cast, populated by the indigent and downtrodden masses.  But how did this come to pass?  Indeed, there is very little in the “official” history as presented in books, which reach a level of detail sufficient to explain how our world came to be so dramatically altered.  Apart from a handful of milestone events, the path to destruction was virtually uncharted.

Dark Times

The state of the Union/DC1 Pg.66


The United States of the near future is similar to that of today in outline, but differs dramatically in detail.

Onset of the Dark Times/DC1 Pg.66


Throughout the 1990s, the world stood poised on the brink of the abyss.  Global population approached critical levels.  The socialist world was imploding economically, which placed major strains on the rest of the world’s financial institutions.  The capitalist world was at the end of several decades of reckless investments.  Internationally, hundreds of billions of dollars had been loaded to governments, which faced insolvency and loan default.  Domestically, investments by even traditionally conservative institutions, such as banks, insurance companies, and savings and loans, had been increasing concentrated in high-risk ventures, such as large real estate development schemes, stock speculation, and “junk” bonds.


Rather than drawing back, humankind seemed compelled to leap into the yawning chasm.  Greed and hostility seemed the principal motivations of key players in world finance and government.  Waves of nationalist secession movements swept Europe, Asia, and Africa.  The Soviet Union provided the largest and most grotesque examples of nationalism gone wild.  Republics seceded from the Union, provinces seceded from the republics, and districts seceded from the provinces, until virtually all that was left were warring bands terrorizing the “foreigners” in the next village.


Greed fueled the speculative binge among the financial institutions.  Senior officials, in their rush to make their fortune quickly and get out before the collapse, hastened the collapse itself.


Then came the wars – wars over oil in the Middle East, over land in the Indian subcontinent, over nationality in Europe.  China slipped into anarchy and civil war, while new regional powers struggled for domination of their neighbors by force of arms.  Mining facilities, factories, oil wells and refineries – oil wells were targets in the flurry of border wars that left the belligerents impoverished, but still armed.


The result was an economic decline greater than any in modern history.  Over a decade later, the Greater Depression still grips the world, and shows no signs of improvement.

The Decline of Government/DC1 Pg.67


Economic and social ruin outstripped the ability of government to deal with them, and so traditional institutions, which promoted order, began breaking down.  Government still exists, but it is far more remote and less powerful.


As income plunged, so too did tax revenues, leading to a moratorium on debt repayment that send a massive shock through the world financial community.  Now few borrowers will buy government bonds (making deficit financing nearly impossible) and meager tax revenues will not support the previous levels of activity.


In the political arena, passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1997, which included provisions for voters to give their proxy votes to others in government elections, just as they previously could in corporate elections, has concentrated tremendous political power in the hands of large corporations.  They, in turn, have done everything possible to limit the size of governments.


The result is not only a dramatic decline in basic government services, but also a retreat from even trying to control certain geographic areas.  Large stretches of countryside are not referred to as the “Out-Law,” since they are out of the legal jurisdiction of any active governmental authority.  Rural areas are the responsibility of county police, but in counties where there are no permanent residents, there are obviously no police.  State police patrol the interstate highway system, but little else.  The FBI still has nominal authority over a wide variety of situations, but financial and manpower resources are so limited that intervention is infrequent and haphazard.

Urban Sprawl/DC1 Pg.67


With the rise of huge agricorps and the collapse of traditional markets, people fled the countryside for the cities in accelerating numbers.  The result is that in excess of 80% of the population of the United States now lives in a few gigantic, teeming urban metropolises.

Life in the City/DC1 Pg.67


As the city populations have swelled with rural refugees, quality of life in those cities has declined even further.  Unemployment is high around the globe, and crime has skyrocketed as a direct result.  Municipal police are responsible for order in the sprawling metropolises, but large areas of urban slum are entered by the police only when in hot pursuit, and then with great caution.  Yet, in the very center of those cities, new skyscrapers attest to the wealth of the international business conglomerates.  Whole downtown areas are purchased by these corporate entities, then fenced off and reworked to house their employees in comfort while the rest of the world sits outside and watches with hungry eyes.  Here, safe within well-patrolled walls and fences, a few glittering towers stand surrounded by lush green lawns and sparkling fountains.


Working from the very center of a city outward, we find a region of high-tech, corporate affluence.  A mixture of depressed, but still surviving, middle-class housing and true slums surround these islands of affluence.  Picture 20th-century Hong King, with streets packed with pedestrians and bicyclists, dotted with a sprinkling of cheap autos, through which an occasional elegant stretch limousine passes on its way to the mega-corporate heart.  Outside the city proper stretch miles upon miles of decaying suburbs, filled with desperate souls and rocked regularly by violence.

Dreamland: Usually the heart of the city is dominated by the plazas of the largest and most important mega-corporations.  This area is called Dreamland by most city inhabitants, as the standard of living inside its walls is far beyond anything they could aspire to.  Each of these plazas is surrounded by a sturdy wall, often decorated with colorful mosaics or murals, and typically covered with a geodesic dome, similar to those over many sports arenas.  There is considerable park land in the plazas as well as open spaces.  Corporate facilities are housed in massive towers.  These have shops and restaurants on the lower levels, followed by middle-income apartments for corporate employees, followed by the corporate offices themselves, and surmounted by the living quarters of the highest executives of the company.  Security is more exacting at every level.  Many municipalities have ceded police authority to mega-corporations for their own properties, relieving government of a financial burden while giving corporate executives virtual life-and-death power in their own domains.  Living quarters at the top are said to be palatial.  Indoor personal swimming pools, sound-activated fountains, personal and robotic servants, and holographic entertainment rooms are only a few examples of the luxuries enjoyed by corporate leaders.

Mike-Town: Mike-Town is taken up with independent shops and modest-income housing.  It has the look of a crowded and slightly run-down inner city neighborhood, but it is vibrant and full of people making it on their own, if just barely.  Municipal police patrol Mike-Town on an irregular basis, but local volunteer community groups (a.k.a. vigilantes) supplement their efforts.  There is considerable night life in Mike-Town, as well, and most business deals are, by tradition, negotiated over drinks at noisy, poorly lit bars.  Bars in Mike-Town can be tough, but are usually not deadly.  Many small businesses – restaurants, shops, and light manufacturing facilities – have remained open, but it is more of a struggle than ever for them to keep the wolf from the door.  Average salaries have steadily declined, while prices have continually increased.  Transportation costs, in particular, have risen astronomically, forcing working people to move into the inner cities, closer to their jobs.

'Bot City: Most industrial production is carried out in automated factories.  These are usually concentrated in industrial areas of the city, called "Bot City" due to the extensive use of robots.  There is little residential housing, all of it very bad, and the only people usually found here are police, corporate security, maintenance technicians, and delivery personnel.

Precincts: Since passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1997 (see Timeline below), mega-corporations have amassed tremendous political power by buying the proxy votes of financially destitute people.  Many of these so-called "ballotmen" live in corporate-supplied housing, similar to the "projects" of the late 20th century.  Most of these projects house the equivalent of about one municipal precinct's worth of voters, hence the name.  Ballotmen receive a corporate dole consisting of small amounts of spending money, regular shipments of paper coveralls for clothing,  food similar to Russian combat rations, and some luxuries such as soap, eyeglasses, and etcetera.  They spend their days in barracks-style apartments, watching free corporate cable TV, and their nights in the ramshackle gin mills that surround them.

Ant Hills: Ant hills are the densely populated, low- and no-income slums of the city.  Many buildings are collapsed, and those standing are heavily damaged.  Only lucky inhabitants have running water, electricity, and intact windows.  Crime is rampant, and violence an accepted means of interpersonal interaction.  Many Ant Hill areas are no longer patrolled by the police, and are posted "You Are Now Leaving A Controlled Area."  Occasional police sweeps, growing less frequent, are supported by helicopters and armored vehicles resembling a military campaign.  Some are now officially police free fire zones, with 24-hour curfews.  With large areas no longer under police control, violent subcultures have inevitably grown up.  Many gangs are based in the abandoned parts of town and strike out on raids into the controlled zones.

'Burbs: The suburbs are also populated by the unemployed and rural refugees of the Farm Family Relocation Camps.  While there is occasional opportunity for employment closer to the city center, the suburbs are all but abandoned except by the destitute and mad.  Some suburbs have degenerated into nightmarish ghettos of squalor and crime.

“God shed His Grace on thee…”/DC1 Pg.70


The nearly deserted countryside between the metropolises, once the most pleasant land on the face of the Earth, has become a howling wilderness, nightmarish in its hostility.

“Don’t drink the water; don’t breathe the air”/DC1 PG.70


The global tensions and economic collapse imposed a war mentality on America, and during any war, environmental concerns take a backseat.  Oil spills, toxic waste contamination, acid rain, ozone layer decay, and even nuclear radiation contamination are accepted as unavoidable.  The corporations are unconcerned about what happens to the masses, as long as their own playgrounds remain clean, while federal governments have little or no ability to enforce the antipollution laws they once made.


A few aspects of environmental ruin apply globally.  Background radiation has increased, both as a result of a thinning ozone layer and radioactive fallout from the few nukes and many R-bombs1 that many Third World countries have used. 


Heavy levels of air pollution have brought about an increase in acid rain; polluted water is taken for granted in most populated areas.  Even in the most developed countries, no one drinks water any more until it has been treated.


Weather patterns have been severely disturbed by atmospheric pollution.  Extreme fluctuations in temperature and precipitation are much more pronounced than ever before.  Rains are heavier, droughts are more severe, freezes often reach well into the tropics, and tropical heat occasionally finds its way nearly to the arctic.


The countryside has been almost completely abandoned.  Only monster agricorps, a scattering of die-hard farm families, and bands of outlaw drifters remain.  Many of the fields have become tangled wildernesses of brush, dotted here and there with copses of the fastest growing trees (given another few decades, they will have reverted to forest). Roads still run through rural regions, of course, but only a few interstate highways are maintained.  About one town or village in five remains in existence, the rest are ghost towns.  Technologically, these areas have taken a step back roughly 50 to 100 years.


With the abandonment of the countryside, natural wildlife has multiplied, but is an imbalanced growth, a riotous explosion of life, without many of the biological checks and balances characteristic of earlier times.  Insect populations have increased astronomically, sometimes covering the sky in dense clouds.  In some areas, there has been a resultant explosive increase in the number of insect predators such as birds and bats, followed by increased numbers of larger predators, and so on.  But disease organisms have been on the rise too, and unpredictable plagues sweep through these burgeoning populations, dotting the countryside with thousands of dead, bloated creatures.  Consequently, the life forms that have been most successful are carrion eaters such as crows, vultures, and the like.

NOTES: 1 – R-bombs, or radiation bombs, are a poor man's nuclear weapon, ideally suited to nations without the technical capability to build nuclear devices.  They consist of a high-explosive charge surrounded by nuclear waste.  Upon detonation, they contaminate a sizable area with lethal radiation for 1,000 or more years.

The Countryside/DC1 Pg.144


Before the Greater Depression, nearly every inch of arable land of the world was devoted to producing crops, with high-tech farm machinery, high-yield hybrids, and advanced fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides all working to maximize production.  Now, a few enormous agri-corporation conglomerates have taken over crop production, and with their coming a number of significant changes have occurred.


First, only a portion of the old farmland is in use any longer.  The agri-corporations produce such high yields that most smaller operations have gone completely out of business.  But the corporations cultivates only a small portion of the possible land, so the rest lies fallow, producing (at best) thick tangles of weed and brush where once food crops flourished.


Second, the agricultural-corporations work by force-growing experimental hybrids with yield-enhancing chemicals, and by tilling the fields with no regard for erosion.  After a few seasons of this intensive agriculture, the land becomes unusable, transformed into a chemical-stinking morass of clay and mud, worn to raw bedrock in spots.  Then the agri-corporations move on to new fields and start the process all over again.


One result of all of this is an accelerated depopulation of rural regions.  Only a relatively few die-hards remain.  Some are farmers who refuse to leave their land, working to produce enough to feed themselves, with enough excess to barter with their neighbors or trade in the shrunken towns and villages.  They also supplement their diets by hunting the new wilderness of abandoned fields.


If it were nor for modern problems such as acid rain and radiation leakage through the Earth's riddled ozone layer, these rural populations would seem to have stepped backward nearly a century in time.

Corp Farms: Dotted across the landscape are huge agri-corporation farm complexes.  These vast tracts of land are mostly road less, as giant robot plows have obliterated most of the gravel, dirt, and blacktop roads which once liked farmhouses to the main highways.  The farm complexes have machine shops, barracks for maintenance workers, a helipad (helicopters are used to inspect the land and move maintenance personnel to repair broken-down machinery), and crude recreation facilities.  Towns that lie on the periphery of these corporate farms are both blessed and cursed by the corporate presence.  Corporate workers are discouraged from mingling with the local population, but they often frequent town bars and dance halls for diversion.  Relations between the town populations and farm workers are strained at best, and more often downright hostile.  Rural interstates are still maintained, to an extent, and patrolled by state police cars.  Nevertheless, travel along the highways is dangerous, particularly at night.  Mega-corporations which use the interstates to haul bulk cargo by truck maintain guarded fuel and rest stations along the road, but independent drivers are forced to purchase fuel, food, and lodging in local towns, often at exorbitant rates.  Also, local sheriffs and police in the small road towns are notoriously brutal and corrupt.

The Out-Law: Just as there are parts of the cities no longer patrolled by the police, there are large stretches of the countryside which are officially out of any legal jurisdiction, except for the federal government.  These areas are called the Out-Law.  State law enforcement has long since been limited to highway patrols, and local law enforcement exists only where there is a permanent, gainfully employed, tax-paying population.  Since large stretches of the countryside no longer meet that criteria, there are no police.  Much of the Out-Law is genuinely uninhabited.  As it is a favorite toxic dumping ground for the mega-corporations, parts of it are also nearly uninhabitable.  But other parts are sparsely inhabited by various groups of people estranged from society for one reason or another; such as Bikers and Nomads.  “Biker” is a generic term for the most dangerous of these, and it refers not so much to mode of transportation as to a brutal, violent life-style.  Bikers travel in groups of from one to six dozen.  Some ride motorcycles, but many ride heavily modified trucks and cars.  These gaudily painted vehicles often have improvised armor and light weapons mounted on them, as well as having bizarre decorative additions.  Bikers live by hijacking truck convoys, terrorizing local towns, or sometimes hiring out to the agri-corporations as local muscle.  “Nomad” covers a variety of usually less dangerous inhabitants.  Nomads live off the land by hunting and foraging, and generally resort to violence only in self-defense.  Nomads include Native Americans attempting to reestablish their bond with the land, eco-utopians practicing a simpler and less destructive life-style, men and women pursued by powerful corporations who have fled to the countryside, and a startling array of genuine eccentrics and crazy people.

“You’re not from around here, are you?”/DC1 Pg.71


One of the most important social changes has been the increase in parochialism – the tendency for communities to view themselves as self-sufficient and to distrust, even hate, all outsiders.  This has become particularly pronounced in the few surviving small cities and rural communities.  Travelers are faced constantly with distrust, envy, and antagonism.


With the decline of federal and state governments, local governments have been forced to take up the slack and they have come to resent any federal or state intrusions into their authority.  Very few people have the means to travel any distance, so strangers are, by definition, wealthier than normal, and locals resent being reminded of their own poverty.  The fact that much less effort than ever before is devoted to educating the general populace increases that populace's isolation from outside ideas, cultures, and viewpoints, resulting in wide-spread bigotry.  Finally, the very fact that the world has become such a miserable place for most people does nothing to enhance their friendliness towards strangers.


The rural Out-Law is much worse.  Gangs wander the deserted back roads on motorcycles or heavily modified cars, many of them with weapons mounts.  They live by robbery and extortion.

Overseas/DC1 Pg.145 


In Third World nations, where the countryside was never so well developed, rural populations have been affected somewhat less severely than elsewhere.  But urban areas have become even more economically depressed than ever before.  As well, in portions of Africa, the Middle East, and Central America, vast stretches of land have been rendered uninhabitable due to residues from nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons.

The Dark/DC1 Pg.72


Worse than all the natural disasters which have befallen the world is a clearly unnatural one.  A dark force has returned to Earth, and now is causing even greater turmoil and misery.  Its influence on the actions of humankind is detectable, but subtle.  Increasingly, however, there are much less subtle manifestations of its presence.

The Dark Minions/DC1 Pg.72


For eons, humanity has whispered stories about evil beings of supernatural origin: trolls, demons, vampires, zombies, elves, morlocks, and many more.  Now creatures similar to these legends have begun to appear.  The harried authorities dismiss reports about them as hoaxes, or the product of deranged minds.  Some of the authorities deliberately cover the reports up, for sinister reasons of their own.


Most of what you know about the Dark Minions is rumor.  You suspect that they are the servants of the evil force feeding off of the world's agony, rather than the actual source of the evil.  You know they have some similarities to the creatures of legend, which may give hints to their weaknesses.  But you also know that the legends were only the attempt of a primitive person to describe a very sophisticated being which he or she only vaguely understood.

Demonground/DC1 Pg.72


Bizarre areas are beginning to appear in controlled territory, both in the cities and the countryside.  Locals call them a variety of names, but the most common is Demonground.  Since marauding bands no longer strike out from these areas, the police leave them alone, and attribute the strange stories about them to ignorant superstitution.  Most humans who venture into such areas never return.

Timeline

Pre-Y2K

1983

March 20: Strategic Defense Initiative plan is delivered to President Reagan for approval.

March 23: President Reagan holds a press conference to announce the Strategic Defense Initiative -or “Star Wars ”as it came to be called by its detractors.  The proposed system was described as an orbital defense system designed to protect the United States from all out nuclear attack.  The system is immediately condemned by the Soviet Union as a violation of the US/Soviet Arms agreement limiting weapon development during the Cold War.  During the next seven years, this topic was to be revisited many times.  Reagan and his supporters stubbornly insisted on developing SDI, despite increasing waves of disapproval at the waste of resources.

1984
November: Ronald Reagan was re-elected as President of the United States.

February 9: Yuri Andropov -Secretary General of the Soviet Union since 1982 dies. He is succeeded by Konstantin Chernenko.

1985

January 28: The Space Shuttle Challenger STS-25 explodes, 73 seconds after takeoff, killing 7 crewmembers. (STS-25) was noteworthy as the mission carrying a public schoolteacher into orbit.  Millions watch on live television as Challenger is destroyed.  Conspiracy theorists suggest the shuttle may have been carrying a key component of the SDI orbital defense platform, and was destroyed as a warning.  The investigation that follows the tragedy effectively shuts down the Space Shuttle program for two years.

March: Konstantin Chernenko – Secretary General of the Soviet Union dies.  Mikhail Gorbachev succeeds him.

November: Unable to convince the United States government to abandon the SDI project, Soviet officials announce their intention to build a space-based defense system of their own.  Reagan remains steadfastly behind the SDI project, despite the escalation in the Arms Race.

1986

April: The Chernobyl Unit 4 Nuclear Reactor suffers a catastrophic explosion.  The disaster occurs during a controlled test of shutdown procedures.

1987

February: The Tower Commission delivers its report on the Iran-Contra scandal, implicating the president and members of his staff.  The decline in public opinion brings many national policies into question, including SDI.

May: A high-ranking CIA agent is found slain under

mysterious circumstances.  In what many feel is an attempt to divert attention away from the president, evidence is suddenly made available tying the dead agent to the arms-for-hostage deal.

October 6: The stock market takes a 3.5% market drop, setting a record for points dropped in a single day.  In fact, even as the Dow was plummeting, the new Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission was giving his first speech, on the topic of controlling market volatility in the event of a “market meltdown”.  Over the course of the next seven business days, the market continues to decline.

October 19: Following a steady decline in general stock value over the previous week, the market opens on a downbeat, and accelerates downward throughout the course of the day.  Speculation as to what caused the crash suggests that computerized trading systems might have triggered “Sell” orders when the market dipped below a certain threshold.  The sudden onslaught of sales caused prices to dip even further, in turn triggering even more sales, and further declines.

GM’s Note: The Point of Divergence

Up until this point in this alternate timeline, the events that have transpired do not contradict actual history.  I have merely been ascribing “conspiracy-theory” to actual events.  From this point forward, many events continue to follow actual history, however, now that the point of divergence has passed, you will see an increasingly dark history begin to unfold.

Our Reality

October 20: The stock market continued to plummet.  The Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission steps in and halts trading in the middle of the day to allow a cooling-off period.  When trading resumes, the markets rebound, climbing slowly over the course of the next year to reach the pre-crash levels.

DC Reality: The Greater Depression Begins
October 20: The stock market continues to plummet throughout the following day.  The Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission insists that this is merely a market correction, advises caution, but takes no further action.  The global economy, inextricably linked to that of the United States, follows it down.

October 20: The stock market continues to plummet throughout the following day.  The Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission insists that this is merely a market correction, advises caution, but takes no further action.  The global economy, inextricably linked to that of the United States, follows it down.

October 26: President Reagan declares a state of emergency and passes an executive order suspending all activity in the U.S. Stock Market, pending investigation of conspiracy charges against the Chairman of the SEC.

1988

June 1: Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev (now president of Supreme Soviet) sign a disarmament agreement.  The hope seems to be that, by removing the Arms Race against one another as a threat, already strained financial resources could be diverted elsewhere.

1989

January 20: George Bush, former Vice President under Ronald Reagan, and former director of the CIA, is sworn in as President of the United States.

April – June: Tanks overrun protestors in Tiananmen Square, China.

November 9: The Berlin Wall comes down.

1990

April: Space Shuttle Discovery (STS-31) deploys the Hubble Space Telescope in high orbit.  Initial attempts to access the telescope proved disappointing.  A defect in the reflective mirror of the telescope was blamed for the inability of the device to focus.

August: Iraq invades Kuwait.  The United Nations protests, but without the financial backing of the United States and Britain, is unable to take more than token action against them.  Outraged, Israel begins gathering support in the region to take action.

1991

February: With the United States otherwise occupied with domestic problems, the United Nations issues a list of demands against Saddam Hussein, including threats of trade sanctions.

April: Evidently encouraged by the lack of effective reprisals for moving against Kuwait, Saddam Hussein begins a campaign to take control of Saudi Arabia.  Israel, Turkey and Egypt declare an alliance.  Iran and Syria make no attempt to enter the fray.

August: Tanks invaded Moscow in an attempt to overthrow Mikhail Gorbachev.  Boris Yeltzin is instrumental in turning them back peacefully.  Mikhail Gorbachev resigns as head of communist party.

September 15: Space Shuttle Discovery (STS-48).  A video taken by Discovery’s rear camera shows several bright objects moving somewhat slowly, then darting off in another direction at high speed as what seems to be a “beam” of some sort hits the spot that was just vacated by the largest object.  Many claim this was video of a UFO being shot at by some sort of “Star Wars” particle beam. Officials dismiss the conjecture, explaining the “beam” is merely the exhaust of one of Discovery’s own maneuvering thrusters, and the lights were merely ice crystals caught suddenly in the turbulent jet wash.

December 8: Boris Yeltsin spearheads the formation of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), an attempt to form an organized trade federation under a single defense system.

December 25: Mikhail Gorbachev resigns as president of Supreme Soviet.  After his resignation the USSR dissolves, and the CIS forms.  Problems plague the fledgling commonwealth’s attempts at democracy.  The Russian organized crime syndicates rise to power, holding sway over the individual states.  By the end of 1993, each state had established its own military, and operated independently of the CIS.  Under the watchful eye of the crime syndicates, each former soviet state became an island of industry.  Living conditions in many of the states deteriorated as the syndicates and corporations placed emphasis on production and trade.

1992

January: Iraq sends troops across Red Sea into Egypt.  The campaign of aggression seems to be targeting specific historic landmark sites.  Israel’s air force comes to Egypt ’s aid, striking back against key military sites in Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

April: Syrian leaders speak out against Israeli involvement in the Iraqi interests in Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

August: A biological weapon is detonated in Jerusalem.  Syria is blamed for the attack.  Turkey responds by invading Syria.  This sets off a chain reaction of aggression in the region.

September: A series of nuclear weapons are detonated along the eastern edge of the Red Sea.  The prevailing winds send a cloud of radioactivity into Saudi Arabia, but providing a buffer zone against further aggression into Egypt.  Iran enters the fray.

December: By the end of the year, the Middle Eastern war is over.  Despite an apparent lack of direct involvement, investigations into George Bush’s cabinet members reveal a number of clandestine operations may have been set into motion to accelerate tensions in the Middle East.  The war destroys the organized power base of the region, and renders huge sections uninhabitable.  Global oil supplies begin to dwindle.  Fuel oil and gasoline prices skyrocket.

1993

January: William Jefferson Clinton is sworn in as President of the United States.  The Clinton administration focuses on stabilization of the Middle East situation.  The corporations in charge of oil production in the region become the only recognizable source of order.

December: Space Shuttle Endeavor (STS-61) repaired the Hubble Space Telescope by fitting it with a corrective lens.

1995

July: Space Shuttle Atlantis (STS-71) first docking with the Russian Mir Space Station.

1997
May: Congress passed the Voting Rights Act.  It includes provisions for voters to give their proxy votes to others in government elections, just as corporate shareholders can during corporate elections.

June: Russian Cosmonauts fail to effect repairs on the aging Mir Space Station.  A series of unforeseen system failures cripples the station, forcing the crew to abandon the station and return to earth.  Moments after the space station is abandoned, a malfunction in on-board fuel cells results in an explosion aboard the massive structure.  Mir drops out of stable orbit, and begins a decaying path into the Earth’s atmosphere.  Projections give the station give less than four months to reentry.

July: Hong Kong is relinquished by the British, ostensibly returning it to Chinese Control.  By this time, Hong Kong has become the model for international trade, and is completely controlled by corporate influence.  The mega-corporations are in full control of the city, forming independent communities within the bustling trading post.  Rumors that Beijing would send as many as 4000 troops into the city to herald the end of British rule prove to be baseless.

August: Utilizing their proxy vote powers, the mega-corporations begin global expansion campaigns, attempting to gain footholds in other countries.  The Australian government, responding to public protest, refuses to pass the Voting Rights Act legislation.  The mega-corporations institute massive embargos against Australia, virtually stopping all imported goods from entering the country.  This is done through control of the shipping and stevedoring companies, meaning no new goods are arriving in the country or if they are, then they are not being unpacked.

September: Space Shuttle Atlantis (STS-86) attempts a much publicized rendezvous with Mir to boost the crippled station into higher orbit.  Details of the mission are not released, but the mission is scrubbed shortly after docking.  Three days later, Mir re-enters the atmosphere, breaking up and sending a shower of flaming debris across the Pacific Ocean.

October: Widespread rioting breaks out across Australia in reaction to the trade embargoes.  Brought to its knees, the Australian legislature capitulates and passes the Voting Rights Act.  Similar tactics are used worldwide to push acceptance of this policy.

1998

January: Fueled by corporate influence, the various space agencies join forces to step up production of the International Space Station.  The ambitious project is slated for completion in 2005, and is to be christened “Freedom Space Port.”

February: Citing feelings of betrayal by the Federal Government’s decision to pass the Voting Rights Act, the Western Australian war of independence erupts, dividing Australia into two nation-states.

1999

May: The Zephyr construction module, designed to act as an orbital base of operations during construction of Freedom Space Port is sent into orbit by Chinese heavy-lift rockets.

June: Space Shuttle Discovery (STS-96) first docking with the Zephyr module in orbit.  Transfer of personnel begins the era of permanent human presence in low earth orbit.

November: After a year of exposure to the El-Nino effect and suffering massive flooding, cyclones, and devastating disease outbreaks, China was declared a disaster area.  The U.S. offered $10 Billion in aid, but as condition for this aid, it must relinquish control of the region of Tibet (recently discovered to contain an estimated oil reserve of over 200 million tons).  Having no option it has agreed, as a result the Tibet’s new government signed a treaty with NATO to join, allowing U.S. troops to build a fully functional base.  Shortly after this agreement, a monolithic size rock jutted from the ground and started emitting destructive Ultrahigh frequency emissions every three hours, causing electronic devices with in 500km to short out or go haywire.

December 31: On the eve of the new Millennium, the world waited while countless computers ticked over into the New Year.  For months, every precaution had been taken to safeguard against catastrophic failure.  The world focused on New Zealand first, waiting anxiously as they became the first country to slip into the new Millennium.  At a few minutes before midnight, key systems where carefully shut down, and the world held its breath waiting for the country to come back online.  It did not.  As the clocks in Sydney, Australia advanced toward midnight, the drunken merriment of countless New Year parties became increasingly somber.  Computer specialists who had been working to prevent this very disaster scratched their heads and assured the world that they were ready to make the crossing to the new century.  The world watched in horror as yet another country was plunged into darkness.  Like an approaching wave of destruction, the communications blackout advanced around the globe, passing through time zone after time zone.  A few minutes after Berlin followed into the blackout, the first response from Auckland was received.  Telemetry and diagnosis of the problem was quickly sent out, with the hope that other countries could be spared in time.  In the aftermath of what came to be known as the Y2K Disaster, explanations for the lack of preparedness were investigated.  One spokesman for a highly respected consulting firm was quoted as saying,

“We tested everything prior to Y2K.  We poured over millions of lines of code, pulling out anything that may have been affected by the year zero bug.  There is absolutely no reason why this should have gone down this way.  But when we went back over the code, looking for our changes, we didn’t find them.  It was almost as if someone was following along behind us, undoing anything we fixed.  Somebody wanted this to happen.”

Post Y2K
2000

November: The US Supreme Court hands George W. Bush the presidency of the United States.

2001


After many years of near-drought conditions, a severe drought hits the Midwestern and southern plains.  As the crops die, the “black blizzards" begin.  Dust from the over-plowed and over-grazed land begins to blow.  Environmentalists blame the corporate farms for ignoring their warnings and abusing the land.

January: George W. “Dubbya” Bush fills his new cabinet and the pentagon with extremist “neo-cons”; the hard-liners, pro-megacorporation (either through campaign donations or prior employment/ownership).  They instantly start supporting the oil companies, drug companies, and media companies.

March: The Orthomyxoviridae Magnus Asian influenza, or OMA Flu, strikes the Fareast, starting in a remote area of China.  With a mortality rate of over 10% it is considered a major threat.  By the time scientists discover that it is airborne, it is too late; the epidemic is upgraded to Pandemic as it engulfs Asia.  Isolation measure were too late as well, OMA rapidly spreads throughout the globe.

May: Pfizer, Inc. develops and markets a “flu shot” to immunize the population from OMA.  In the U.S., all government employees and the military are required to take the injection, and, out of fear, many people volunteer for the injections which are supplied at government expense.

June: Millions die around the world, but not just from OMA, from the flu vaccine produced by Pfizer, Inc. and “pushed” by the government and media.  The mortality rate of the vaccine was approximately 30%.  Several disaster relief organizations worked together providing relief for those impacted by the effects of the pandemic.  Among these organizations were: Adventist Disaster Relief Agency, International Red Cross, Enoch Foundation, International Relief Friendship Foundation, and the Salvation Army.  The “Pfizer Flu”, as it is now called, caused the US and other First World economies to slip farther into the Greater Depression dragging the global economy with it.  Riots begin, because it is believed that the US government knew the vaccine was lethal – this theory is enforced by laws passed during this time by Congress protecting the drug companies from liability.

July: The Pfizer Flu killed approximately 30% of the U.S. government’s civilian and military personnel.  To make up for this loss Congress passed the Emergency National Service Act and Emergency Manpower Act.  The Emergency National Service Act reinstates the draft for all eligible people between the ages of 18 and 27.  The Emergency Manpower Act increases the powers of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to fill the vacant civil service positions.  Most of the vacancies are filled by corporate contractors.

September 11: "Terrorist Attacks" on the World Trade Center, in New York City, and Pentagon end the riots as everyone jumps behind the flag.  Congress passes the Patriot Act, supported heavily by the people, the media, and the megacorporations.  The act strips the Constitution and Bill of Rights, creates the Ministry of Homeland Security (complete with its own gray-uniformed private army).  Then the President declares martial law "...to protect the people."

October 7: The United States invades Afghanistan, the first move in the “War on Terrorism”.

October – November: A small anthrax epidemic breaks out, reported by the government to have been caused by “terrorists".  Some notable public personalities were “attacked” with letters containing anthrax.  Even with the fear of anthrax and drums of war beating, most people refuse the anthrax vaccine – remembering the Pfizer Flu.  The threat disappeared as suddenly as it appeared.  Even with their resources severely depleted from the Pfizer Flu Pandemic,  several disaster relief organizations worked together providing relief.  Among these organizations were: American Red Cross, Enoch Foundation, and the Catholic Charities USA Disaster Response.

2002


With a marked increase in natural disasters (floods, earthquakes, severe weather, and volcanic activity), a prolonged draught in America, Africa, and Europe, a failing global economy, there a numerous small wars around the world.  More people move to the cities looking for work and security.  The number of “black blizzards" dust storms in the American plains increased; fourteen are reported during this year.  Desperate, families begin migrating to the coastal states and cities looking for work.

September: A “terrorist” attack on Sacramento, CA, devastates the corporate district of the city with a low yield “dirty bomb” (contains radioactive material).

2003


The number of major dust storms in the American Midwest increased.  38 are reported during this year, driving more people out of the plains and into the cities.  With the exception of the cities, were the megacorporations buy proxy votes with a jobs, rooms, food, and a stipend, there are no jobs in the U.S. – a poverty-based corporate run welfare state is rapidly developing.  For those in the countryside, life is a struggle for subsistence, some banding together into incorporated towns and communal societies.  Into this is woven the stories from the tabloids about missing people, aliens, pod-people, and etc.  The “experts” state that this is merely entertainment for the depressed masses.
January 8: The U.S. Congress passes the Universal National Service Act (as a rider to another bill), which expands the draft beyond merely filling the military's ranks.  Provisions of this act now allow draftees to be used to fill vacant federal civil service positions.  Proponents of this act maintain that this act will allow the government to reduce its reliance on contracted employees.

February 5-7: An intense meteorite shower inundates the upper atmosphere creating a wonderful light show.  Scientist report that it was caused by a collision of asteroids in the belt between Mars and Jupiter, and that there is no danger of an impact from a large meteor.

March: The United States invades Iraq under questionable pretenses, the second move in the “War on Terrorism”.

May: The Family Farm Mortgage Act, commonly called the Inhole-Brownback Act for its sponsors, Senators James M. Inhofe (R-OK) and Sam Brownback (R-KS), allots $2 billion for refinancing mortgages to help farmers facing foreclosure.  The American Credit Act established the U.S. National Credit Union to provide refinancing assistance.

August 25: Mars, usually about 140 million miles away from Earth, on this date its orbit brought it to about 34.6 million miles away, reaching the closest point at 5:46 a.m. EDT.  The planet will not be so close to Earth again until 2287.  Mars had not been so close for approximately 60,000 years.

September: Corporate ranches slaughtered over six million beef and dairy cows reportedly to stabilize beef and dairy prices.  Most of the meat went to waste, public outcry led to the establishment of the American Surplus Relief Service, which diverted the surplus agricultural commodities to relief organizations.

October: In California, where many farmers fleeing the plains have gone seeking work, a large “strike” begins.  More than 180,000 unemployed workers and their families went on strike for 24 days.  During the strike, officially called the “San Joaquin Labor Riots” hundreds of people were killed and thousands injured.  In the settlement, a coop-union was organized by the smaller growers and workers to manage the equal distribution and rotation of work, the setting of a fair wage, and the setting aside a percentage of the produce to create a food bank for the unemployed union members.

December: Indisputable proof is discovered (“leaked”), that shows that factions of the U.S. government and foreign government agencies were behind the “terrorist” attacks.  It also showed that some of the megacorporations profited heavily from the attacks.  This news accelerated the downfall of the federal government’s control and accelerated the shift in power to the megacorporations, including the ones that profited from the attacks.

2004


Great dust storms spread from the Dust Bowl area. The drought is a repeat of one of the worst ever in U.S. history, covering more than 75 percent of the country and affecting 27 states severely.

January 19-20: The sudden and unexpected massive eruption of the Cumbre Vieja volcano on La Palma in the Canary Islands caused a massive chunk of rock to break off its western flank, crashing into the sea and kicking up huge walls of water triggering a ''mega-tsunami.''  The wave was estimated to be traveling at 700 km per hour (435 mph) and was as high as 101 m (330’) when it hit the west Saharan shoreline and the coastlines of Britain, Spain, Portugal, and France traveling six to eight kilometers (4-5 miles) inland, destroying everything in its path.  Experts in the U.S. estimated that the “Canary Tsunami” was going to reach the east coast of the U.S. approximately nine hours after the eruption with a wall of water 50 m (164 feet) and travel two to three kilometers (1-2 miles) inland, destroying everything in its path.  In a desperate attempt to lesson the disaster, the president authorized the use of the 21,000-pound Massive Ordnance Air Blast, or MOAB, bomb and nuclear weapons in the hopes of disrupting the wave.  Approximately 169 km (105 miles) from shore several multiple MOABs and kiloton-rated nuclear weapons randomly detonated under the surface of the ocean, mostly in front of the largest coastal cities, causes multiple smaller 15-20 m (49-66 foot) waves to hit the east coast of the U.S. pushing inland one to two kilometers (½ to 1¼ miles).  The tsunami’s wave continued on.  A 50 m (164 feet) wave smashed into the Caribbean, the final north Atlantic destinations to be affected by the tsunami, and a 40 m (130 foot)) wave hit the northern Brazil coast.

March: FEMA’s report on the affects of the Canary Tsunami was released.  New York City, Norfolk, Miami, and other large coastal cities were severely damaged and declared uninhabitable due to biochemical pollutants and high radiation levels found in standing water trapped in basements and the subways.  The smaller coastal cities and towns are either severely damaged or completely destroyed, most are declared uninhabitable due to biochemical pollutants and high radiation levels.  FEMA experts recommend that these cities and towns, and the lands around them be abandoned for health and safety reasons.  Philadelphia, Washington DC, and other large cities up river from the Atlantic Ocean are moderately damaged mostly by the surging flood waters, they are declared temporarily uninhabitable until cleaned of biochemical pollutants.  The radiation levels are considered safe for reconstruction crews.  The smaller cities and towns up river from the Atlantic Ocean are moderately to severely damage by flood waters, they too are declared temporarily uninhabitable until cleaned of biochemical pollutants.  The inland cities and towns with an elevation of less then approximately 23 m (75 foot) above sea level are flooded for several days with little reports of actual damage beyond water damage.  In most areas the radiation levels are reported to be within safe limits for short term exposure and are expected to drop to save “livable” limits within four to ten years.    The waters of the Atlantic Ocean are irradiated, beaches are placed off limits and fishing in the Atlantic Ocean is band.  Most of the severely irradiated water and airborne fallout drift with the air and water currents to Europe and Western Africa angering those countries.

April: A Post-Disaster economy develops along the east coast, as jobs are made available to rebuild and repair.  Estimates show that reconstruction should last four to ten years depending on the city.

June: The Kennedy-Sanders Farm Bankruptcy Act is approved.  This act restricted the ability of banks to dispossess farmers and other agricultural landowners in times of distress.  The act is effective until 2008, when it comes up for renewal.

July: The Cooperative Land Use Grazing Act, which allows the Secretary of Agriculture to take up to 140 million acres of federally owned land out of the public domain and establish grazing districts that will be carefully monitored by the Bureau of Land Management.  This is one of many efforts to reverse the damage done to the land by corporate farm overuse.

December: The "Yearbook of Agriculture" for 2004 announces, "Approximately 35 million acres of formerly cultivated land have essentially been destroyed for crop production; 100 million acres now in crops have lost all or most of the topsoil; 125 million acres of land now in crops are rapidly losing topsoil…."

December 26: An earthquake measuring 8.9 created by a rupture along an undersea fault line that runs north-south off the coast of Sumatra hit Southeast Asia; the earthquake was reported to be the strongest one in more than 40 years.  The earthquake spawned tsunamis that are believed to have killed well over 175,000 people along the coasts of Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and India.  Diseases such cholera, dysentery, and others killed an estimated 75,000 more (actual disease death toll is unknown, some experts believe the total to have been as high as 200,000).

2005
Current year

Frequently Asked Questions

NOTE: Most of the following “game world” FAQs, and their answers, relate almost exclusively to the United States.

Is it legal to own and carry guns?


With the “9/11 Terrorist Attacks", the passing the Patriot Act, and declaration of martial law (suspending the Constitution and Bill of Rights), personal ownership of firearms was outlawed by the signing of FEMA’s Personal Safety Decree.


The Ministry of Homeland Security (MHS) found it nearly impossible to enforce the decree due to the shortage of manpower caused by the Pfizer Flu.  They attempted to enlist the aid of the military, but they too, suffered from the same shortage.  MHS then attempted to “privatize” the enforcement by contracting Wackenhut Security Services, Akal Security, et al, but they all declined the contract due to its lack of profit potential (they believed that insurance and death benefit payments would outstrip any possible profit margin).  Some state law enforcement agencies, especially those in more liberal east coast states, those with major cities, California, and New York, made a strong attempt to enforce the decree with promises from MHS of federal funding support.  But the daily shootouts and lack of federal funds quickly reduced the desire of the officers and agencies to actively enforce the decree.  Most local police agencies and county sheriffs made no real attempt to enforce the decree, claming funding and manpower shortages.  Besides, most gun owners seem to have either recently had their guns stolen, or sold them “several years ago”.


State and local governments saw this situation as a possible income producer.  They passed laws allowing firearm ownership with registration; collecting an annual or monthly fee per firearm registered.  The laws differ from state to state as to which guns are legal or banned, and whether they accept registration reciprocity.


In short, California, New York, and Washington D.C. have upheld the total gun ban.  Other states and locales have various forms of legal ownership (bans only on semi-automatic weapons, bans only on handguns, no restrictions if the weapons are registered, no registration needed).

Do television (including cable and satellite), radio, the Internet, and telephone services still work?


There is no easy answer to this question, because as with most things in the 21st Century, it depends on where you are, or who you are, when you are attempting to access these services.  Basically, yes these services do still exist and they are still in use, however, they are not as readily accessible as they once were.


The mainstream radio and television industry is owned and controlled by the megacorporations and is often used to fulfill their agendas, such as political propaganda, biased public relations, and information control.  Both are widely available in the cities and most towns, however, many remote locations no longer have the infrastructure to support them.  There are a few public (government owned) stations operated much like the mainstream stations.  Underground, or Pirate, radio and TV stations have become very popular, especially in areas outside the control of the corporations or government.


The Internet is still there and for the most part is still free of government and corporate content control, however, access to the Internet is controlled by the megacorporations and regulated to some extent by some government agencies.  Mobile “Hacker Shack” Internet cafes have become very popular, especially in areas under the control of the corporations or the government.


The telephones are still there in all their forms, packages, and services and are widely available in the cities and most towns.  Many remote locations either have limited phone service (local only) or no longer have the infrastructure to support it.  The telecommunication industry is owned and controlled by the megacorporations.

Do post offices, unemployment offices, welfare offices, and other government agencies still exist?


Little inconveniences like a great depression, severe drought, catastrophic flooding, a reduced tax base, and reduced budgets will not reduce bureaucracies or close agencies, in fact these kinds of events usually increase the size of government bureaucracies or the numbers of government agencies.  So the answer is yes they do exist.


As with most things in the 21st Century, access to any of these agencies or their services depends on where you are, or who you are, when you are attempting to access these services.  Basically, yes these services do still exist and they are still in use, however, they are not as readily accessible or as efficient as they once were (for example, the U.S. Postal Service is still in use, however, there is no guarantee when the mail will arrive, if it arrives, especially in remote locations).

Do banks, credit unions, finance companies, and other monetary institutions still exist?


Yes, these monetary institutions still exist.

Financial corporations do not make as much money from banking or credit as they used to, but it is still lucrative enough.  Regardless of the depression or natural disasters financial institutions are still out to make money by any means (loans, fees, credit cards, and etc.), and are just as driven (cutthroat) as always.  Access to credit agencies and/or credit cards and their associated services is readily available throughout the country.


Pleas remember that collection agencies have grown to meet the growing need in collecting that which the banks claim is their due.

Are there schools, and if so, are there public schools, private schools, or are kids being home schooled?


There is no easy answer to this question, because as with most things in the 21st Century, it depends on where you are or who you are.  Basically, yes there are schools.


The few public schools that are still in use in most of cities are so under funded that they have degenerated into “heavily guarded warehouses to store children between the hours of 8am and 3pm”.  In a few major cities corporate schools have opened to “teach the children who attend a marketable trade”.  As yet there has been no review of the success of these schools.  The many private schools that are still in operation are too expensive for most of the population and now cater exclusively to the elite families who can afford these “country club estate campuses”.  Those families with the time and resources school their children at home.  In some places, this has developed into a communal education system where groups of parents take turns teach each other’s children.  Some remote areas have reverted to the “one room school house” model.  All in all, the educational level of the poor has declined steadily, while the educational level of the rich has either remained constant or improved.

Do we still pay taxes (income, sales, property, and etc.) and do local and state governments receive any funding from the state and/or federal government?


Nothing will stop the government from wanting “its share or your money” to pay for the all old and new programs of its create, or from passing along the money it has, or in some cases does not have, to other agencies as a means of political influence.  The tax base may have been reduced by both man-made and natural disasters, the tax tables may be skewed in favor of the rich, and the ability of the government to “share the wealth” may be restricted, but as they say “the only things guaranteed in life are death and taxes” and this still holds true.

Do the buses, trains, planes, and other forms of (mass) transportation still run?


It depends on where you are or who you are, but yes buses, trains, and planes do still run, however, they are not as readily accessible or as dependable as they once were.


Buses are the least expensive way to travel long distances and are still popular throughout the country, especially amongst Prole.  Commuter buses run in the larger cities with a large Mike population.


The megacorporations ensure that the freight trains keep running, after all they need the freight to flow cheaply.  Passenger trains are not as common except between major cites.  The trains are favored by the Mikes because of their relatively low cost and speed, even if they do not always run on time.


Commercial airline travel has been severely affected by the Greater Depression.  Most people just cannot afford to travel, let alone afford to fly.  The elite still fly on a regular basis, but usually on private or chartered flights.  Cargo planes still fly regularly contracted out by the various corporations to move important freight quickly.


Passenger sea travel has come almost to a complete stop, even the rich rarely take cruises except on private yachts.  However, freighters still ply the sea lanes as always.

What is in short supply and is there rationing of supplies such as food or gas (heating oil, diesel fuel, etc.)?


With the combination of the global depression and the drought in the Midwest, most items are in short supply either to due to decreased production or longer supply lines (being shipped from overseas).  Some groups blame the shortages on the corporations.  They believe that, with globalization the supply of most products is truly not hindered because most items, including food, can be produced in many locations, but the corporations limit availability to keep prices high to increase their profits.  Specifically, fresh foods are in short supply.  The availability of most other items depends on where you are.


There is no “official” rationing system in place at this time, however, the subject is being discussed.  Some groups have noted that some things such as petroleum products (gas, heating oil, and etc.) do seem to be rationed out based on where you are, as shown by the long lines at the gas pumps.

Are there power outages?


Yes, there are frequent brownouts and blackouts.  The Canary Tsunami damaged several power stations in the east.  Now they receive their power from other sources in the U.S. and Canada.  This places a strain on the power grids.  With the movement of people into the cities and the increased demand for electrical power for the cities, power is shunted to those locations.  This, too, places a strain on the power grids.

Remote locations suffer the most.  Many remote locations obtain power from distant locations and suffer brownouts and blackouts due to the shunting of electricity to the cities or due to the degradation of the infrastructure supplying the electricity.  Some locations supply their own electricity locally, but these system are not as reliable as the locals would like.

Are there any travel restrictions either between states or between countries?


Beyond the usual controlled areas (airports, military bases, security zones, etc.), no.  However, even though travel is not restricted, it is monitored and to some extent controlled.  There are international and interstate border checkpoints manned my Ministry of Homeland Security troopers.  The approaches to the major metropolises and checkpoints between sections within the cities are usually monitored by local police or contract security.  But beyond this, the borders are wide open.

Crime: What types of crimes are overlooked?


There is no easy answer to this question, because as with most things in the 21st Century, it depends on where you are and, more importantly, who you are.  Crimes are not normally overlooked, but they are prioritized.  In general, property crimes have very low priority, unless the property owner is influential.  Non-lethal violent crimes are given more priority, but this depends on evidence and witnesses.  Murder and sometimes violent crimes are given the highest priority, but even these investigations are limited by funding.  Recently, missing persons reports have been refused by most departments unless there is sufficient evidence that the person did not just leave on their own.

Crime: Do the police and security departments, both civil and corporate, communicate with each other?


Yes, there is a communication “network” in place.  The FBI still manages the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) and other centers exist for the sharing of information.

Crime: If you commit a crime and are being chased, will the various agencies and departments cross borders or boundary lines?


In general, no, but it may depend on the agency and the crime.

Most civil agencies, including contractors, will not cross borders unless the crime warrants the need and expense.  In most of the serious cases, they will call ahead for help from the police in that area.  If the two agencies have a working reciprocity agreement they will either be given permission to pursue or they will be met at the border.


If the forces in pursuit are a corporate (or some times private) security force, they will usually pursue until ordered to stop regardless of borders or boundaries.
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